SCI 10 
Nitrogen Cycle Worksheet

NAME: ______________________
1. Nitrogen is required for synthesis of ________________________.

2. Nitrogen gas comprises __________ % of the atmosphere.

3. Nitrogen gas is a very __________ molecule and must be supplied in _______________ form.

4. When an animal eats plants they break down __________ into __________ and then use these __________ to make __________ they need.

5. Four examples of legumes are ____________, ____________, ____________, and ____________.

6. Decomposers break down nitrogen containing chemicals in waste into simpler chemicals such as _______________.

7. Other bacteria break down ____________ into ____________, and still others convert the ____________ into ____________.

8. Plants that grow in nitrogen poor soil can only form a limited amount of _______________.

9. This is indicated by the _______________ of the leaves.

10. Breaking nitrates into nitrites and nitrite into nitrogen gas is called _______________.

11. What are legumes and why are they important?
12. What does water logged soil do to the denitrification process?  Name two plants that have adapted to this and explain how they have adapted?

13. What are the 4 steps that soil bacteria go through to convert nitrogen into Nitrates? (Draw a diagram)
14. What is the importance of lightning in the Nitrogen cycle?
